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Parts , Indication , Types & measurements for Wheelchair 



BASIC MANUAL WHEELCHAIR PARTS 


Push Handle 


Armrest 


Push Ring 

Brake 
Rear Wheel 

Anti-tip Bar 

Castor 



Backrest 


Cushion 

Seat 

Frame 


Calf Strap 
Footplate 
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Indication 

-Temporary Usage: Ex Like Lower Limb fracture, post lower limb 
surgery etc. 

-Permanent Usage: EX Like disabilities Like amputation, 
paralysis etc. 

Types: 

-Manual . 

-Powered. 

-Sports. 


Measure a client for the prescription of a wheelchair: 

Before you start: 

• The client should be seated on a firm/solid surface with 
back support (not in a wheelchair). 

• The therapist should be able to move around the client to 
take the measurements. 

• The client feet should rest on the floor or be supported , 
hips and knees should be at 90 degree if possible . 

• Take measurements in centimeters (cm). 



Chair / seat Width: 

Determine the widest part of the body across the hips or thighs 
and measure across. Add 5cm / 2inches. 



Seat length/Seat Depth: 

Knees in 90 flexion - measure from the back of the buttocks to 
the back of the knee. Note discrepancies in leg length L & R. 
subtract 5-7cm/2-3inches from the measured length . 



Backrest Height: 

Should be low enough for maximum function & high enough for 
maximum support. Measurement is take from seat to axilla, 
subtract 10cm / 4 inches from the distance measured. 



Armrest Height: 

Measure from the buttocks to the bottom of the bent elbow (90 
degree) with the client in a comfortable position. Add 2.5 cm / 1 
inches to the distance measured. 


Footrest / Foot plate distance: 

Measure from the back of the knee to the bottom of the heel. 
Wheelchair users should be encouraged to wear shoes - add the height 
of the shoes to the measurement. Subtract 2.5cm/llnches less to the 
measured distance. 





Foot Plate hanger angle: 


Vary from 60-85 degree 


